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Conversations about plant biotechnol%

Jerry Due: Farmer, Philippines

Major Crops: Fruit, rice, corn

Farm Size: 1.8 hectares

Years Farming: 14+

First Planted Biotech Crops: 2003
Favorite Benefits: Increased yield and
income. More free time for family. Less
impact on the environment.

Family: Married, one child.

“Maybe those people
whom oppose bio-
technology do not know
all of the good things

it has done for us.”

Video Transcript:

I am Jerry Due, 36 years old. I have been tilling this land for about 14 years now. ... We are
using this Bt corn the same way we used to do conventionally — just as we plant other seeds.
The only difference is how we cultivate it. ...

With Bt corn, we are quite sure that after planting and irrigation, we can now just leave it and
wait for the harvest time. We no longer use pesticides. Then we have more time to attend
to other work, and at times visit our friends in their houses.

... We have been using it for two years now. ... It has been about a 20 to 30 percent increase
from the previous yield. ...

I want my son to take education seriously ... And increased yield will make that possible.
He is just three years old now. ... And, by the time he goes to school, he will have enough
money to stay in the school. ...

Another benefit of biotech corn is that we do not have to burn the residue in our harvest
anymore. We just allow the residue to decompose in the field to become fertilizers.

Our former practice was to burn them. ... With the help of Bt, this will not have the same
adverse effects in our environment.

... If there were no Bt corn, I would not plant again. After realizing the difference it makes
in our harvest, why would I use the conventional way when there is Bt corn to give us a good
harvest? ... I would borrow money or sell the land if there was no Bt corn to make ends meet.

Maybe those people whom oppose biotechnology do not know all the good things it has done
for us, but we can never question their principles. We should respect their principles — bug, at
the same time, we can also fight for ours.
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